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•i . «Mhm*to«Su»su£liri 

I^se Harvey Oswald 
was planning, to a 
Washington- Baltimore 
before^ he.assassinati 
John F. Kennedy iirD 
of 1963*-aecording' 

FBI files/’ 



m 

Freedomo^Inform^tSt^/ — , 
but -it illustrates a problem? 

. by release' of the raw FBI 4 

w uiar ne ifi l es: That aii manner of information^ 
£ i 0 - the* ^ rom the wildestf*Cmit“ calls to theq 
^ j serious - communications- between* 
various officials at every step of the a 
nr'the fall ; invcsti ^ ationiot Kennedy and Os-M 
released^ murders is t now available, but ] 

„ ,_^jirf^y>?#s^hereisno- ready way for. the press or .3 

This 'disclosure to separate the wheat from the 4 
ter he wrote- the Worfcer^agazine iir* : 

New York from New. Orleans in Sep-^ Nowhere in the raw FBI files can a * 
teraber 1963. He wrote that he wanted reader find out; for example, why Os-*» 
to know how to contact the Commu-?> didn’t come to the Washington - 1 
nist Party in this area 4‘as.Ijplanr'tou, .Baltimore area or what his intentions , 
relocate: mere in October. M iToe only r^were if he did. Ixi that sense, the re-': 
reply Oswald got was very guardedl -tease of. nearly half a ton of unin- 
and indicated he should plan to opet*- dexed, inconclusive . documents; 
ate not underground but in. the back--r ra *ses more- questions' than it ann 
ground. . *• & ^ *.*?*&.•». s wers. /- v -- 

Instead. Oswald went to Dallasfand^ There are scores, even, hundreds J 
it was there on Novv-22^1963. that he a of such mysteries, even if one culli 
shot Kennedy frpin the window- of the*«i out *the/*nut calls'* from people whol 
building in which he worked. Two p: contacted the FBI with everything 
days later Oswald^ wasj dead at the\^ rom M*eirj<Jreams and fantasies to- 
handsrof a police follower and night--fe convcrsatlo o 5 they overheard which 
club operator named-Jack Ruby; 'seemed suspicious to them. . ^ 

i ^ s ' f 'S ? The ’ FBI; dispatched agents to 

'THE/ 0 SWALD ^correspondence ‘down every report; no matter 
was only one.'paze of the 40,001 dhcu^~'“ ow addled, ;drunk or just mistaken 
mentrrelea seftfld aarcek by the FBI listeners were. Sm FBI* A-4> 

ffiSjgjT Continued From A-tj 
ONE OE-THE STORIES related iri 
the FBI files/ and written with the 
standard humorless style used by the 
agents; was that of a woman from 
Hominy, Okla. She succeeded in get-s 
ting nine letters written by the FBI to 
the Warren Commission after charg- 
ing that the-FBl knew all about. Os- 
wald’s purchase of a rifle and his trip 
to Mexico before^thei assassination. 
She also got the late FBI: Director J. 
Edgar Hoover’s dander up; he wrote 
that she was conducting a “scurri- 
lous campaignof villification. '** 
Another woman from New York 
got considerable attention from Hoo- 
ver when she claimed that an FBI 
agent who was 10 feet tall and very 
well built was responsible for the 
whole thing. Hoover admonished her 
for making unsupported statements 
about the FBI and its personnel// 

The documents show that the bu- 
_reau left few stones unturned in its 
investigation of Oswald and his 
murderer, Ruby. But the raw files 
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also make it obvious- that Hoover^ 
from the outset was determined to? 
share the investigation with no one. - ) 

HE AND HIS AIDES feuded with 
the CIA, the Dallas police and even 
the State Department, and they re-? 
sisted the formation of a presidential j 
commission. And when the Warren^ 
Commission was ordered into being j 
by President Lyndon- B. Johnson, 
Hoover made very sure he knew 
everything the panel was doing as 
well as controlling most of the evi- 
dence that it was given to consider. 

As the investigation progressed.^ 
the FBI turned up many bizarre and: 
startling leads. Here are some of the « 
more noteworthy: ' % 

• Agents learned of an Army captain j 
t from Fort Benning, Ga.. who wasi 

contacted by a North Hollywood/* 
Calif., dentist, ostensibly a member) 
of the ultra-conservative National] 
States Rights Party. -The dentist told, 
the captain m,_early 1963 that the 
organization needed a group of young 
men “to get rid of Kennedy, the Cabi- 
net and all members of Americans 
for Democratic Action and maybe 
10.000 other people.** The captain 
backed away from what he regarded 
as a crackpot idea, but said he had 
the definite impression the dentist 
was propositioning him on this mat- 
ter.” •*:: -- ..r.:c # 

• Another t ip s ent the New York of r 
flee of the FBI rushing out to 42nd 
Street in search of gypsy tea rooms 
after one caller said a gypsy had pre- 
dicted the Kennedy murder. 

• Priscilla Johnson McMillan, who 
recently wrote a- best-seiling bookJ 
about Oswald’s widow, Marina, wasj 
actually considered a suspect in the* 
Kennedy case, according tio language^ 
in a Telex message from the Wash-i 
ington field office to the New Yorfcj 
FBI office just five days after Kenne-i 
dy’s death. The message refers toi 
Johnson as a suspect in the case and 4 
tells of two FBI interviews with herl 
on Nov; 23 and 24. 1963. 

*• Adam Yarmolinsky, then a power-4 
ful Defense Department employe and* 
widely known academic,. called the) 
FBI — where he was not popular — ^ 
to inform the bureau that Oswald’s] 



activities reminded 'him of another dentes. car. The documents do not ex- 
individual* former ' GI named plain, how. the clothes turned up later 
N i chdlaswPe tnxilL Petrulli: had re- and that when they became evidence] 
nounced his U.S^ citizenship in Mas-*? they had already been_ cleaned and 
cow, just as Oswald had done in 1959, - pressed^ f i 

and then^returaed \tO'* the * United^!' 1 — 

States. An FBI official toldanother in nnrrrMPfsrns that 

recounting* the story^‘*The»djrector U THE .f® veaI 

asked if it is accepted practice by the~Hoover-and thirFBI'badly wanted 

State Department to allow ^individu- d * athl ^ h^R^bvThJn 
als who have' renounced their citizen- after, hd was wo ^dedbyj^by but 



ship to return to the UoitedStates.'* 



before word reached Washington that; 



- w.o. 

sistant to wounded Texas.Gov, Johnii’ \L“5d2 a A (v* 

B. Connally, passed on . to, the FBTi Belmont, ^ther top aide. * 

second-hand 'formation, about aa ->>“« f Sf 

overheard plot, to kiik Kennedy that;-, t ^ at .-^ e 

was. set afoot three weeks before, the, - st ? ndir !? « 

assassination, by .three unnamed'oil-: - where Oswald wasd^ng, Oswalds 
men. As Stinson, told- the story to- the lt . developed^ never regamed con-; 
FBI office in Dallas after jiennedyu 
was dead, the three biimeni had' put t- 
up a great deaf 
Kennedy killed; 
discover in the 




the outcome of this talewaj: 
jl-FBI officials M.AI J oner and Car- ) 
tha D. DeLoach? worked- up a. state- 
ment in Hoovers name- in early 1964^ 
rebutting what, was called- the false** 
statement that Oswald was a confi- 
dential agent of the FBI. They pre- 
pared a press release that said Os- . 
wald had never been employed in 
any capacity by the FBI. had never 
received any payments from the FBr 
and was not a confidential informant. 
The CIA also formally denied that 
Oswald was connected with it in any 
way. 

• Hoover was almost perpetually 
unhappy about the actions of Dallas 
Police Chief Jesse Curry and wrote 
an internal memo about it to his top , 
aides in February 1964 attacking the 
chief. Hoover said he had told pub- 
lisher William Randolph Hearst.that 
the police chief was “trying toplease 
everybody and was giving Tv inter- 
views most of^thoi time until I sent 
him word to keep his mouth shut V 

• The records indicate that both the 
Secret Service and FBI lost track of y, 
the clothes Connally- was ^wearingf 
when he was wounded* in the presi-j 



Oswald’s bedside until he died while-; 
other G-men took partrin the; first; 
interviews of Ruby everrthrough nor- 
federal,, agents*, were present whenj 
Ruby' was- captured- after thVShbot-^l 
ing. . . - ‘ 

Ironically. FBI officials were send- 
ing messages to one another saying 0 
that the White House and Deputy' 
Attorney General Nicholas Katzen- 
bach wanted a full report on the Oss- 
wald case, including “everything’ 
that may raise a question in the mind 
of the public or the press regarding 
this matter.” f 

* • *s2l 

“IN OTHER WORDS,*' Belraontt 
wrote to Assistant Director William 
C. Sullivan, “this report is to settle 
the dust both from the standpoint 
that Oswald is the man who assassi- 
nated the president and relative .to 
Oswald himself. The director desires 
itoutas quickly as possible. We want 
Ja be certain that anything that is put 
into the report can be backed up as it 
, will be . subject to minute 'scrutiny; 
from the press and oublic.'* £ 

if w «■ - • • • - - - 



eve» though her. had: :aJ7 telescopic. 
sighC^n. the five-second; time period 
indicated by the Zaprudec movie and 
by witnesses-;- - * ! 

The FBI riles indicate that marks-] 
men using Oswald’s ri/le were able ta 
fire three well-aimed shots ia thao 
time and the exhibits have a chart 
indicating that, even with an aiming 
error of one millimeter, the chances' 
of hitting a target as large as the 
head and shoulders of a human being 
are 100 percent up to 270 feet The 
estimated distance at the time of the 
shots was 90 feeL. * - ' .. 

The firing tests indicated that the 
telescopic sight was off and that the 
rifle -would fire slightly high. Witr 
nesses told the Warren Commission 
that an assassin- would aim at the 
upper torso rather than at the head to 
have a better chance of hitting the. 
target and that this might account 
for the fact that Kennedy was hit in 
the head. , .. v V' 

CONSPIRACY THEORISTS point 
to tha-fact that the Zapruder movies 
show that Kennedy's head was 
driven forward by the force of the 
fatal shot and then snapped violently 
backward. They cite this as evidence 
that other gunmen hit him from the 
front, firing from the grassy knoll on* 
which some witnesses contended 
they saw shadows and silhouettes of 
possible gunmen and puffs of smoke 
as from rifle shots. 

Ballistic tests on human skulls' 
filled with gelatin show that the 
skulls move forward under initial ira-| 
pact but that the jet effect of thema-*, 
terial blown out tie front of the skulfc 
causes it to snap back. 

The FBI files ~ have nothing or* 
these theories that' Oswald acted in 
conjunction with other assassins. The 
late J. Edgar Hoover entertained tte 
possibility of some. sort of conspiracy* 
immediately afterf the assassination 
but by the end of the day concluded 
that Oswald wass the assassin >and 
that he had acted a loner -*^- 3 — 

The FBI files contained other, 
inconclusive, evidence against Os- 
wald. One witness, Howard L. Bren- 
nan. a steamfitter, was on his lunch 
break and seated across the street 
from the book depository. He looked^ 
up in time to see the assassin on the 
sixth floor take dead aim at Kenne- 
dy's car and fire the final shot. He 



had heard the first twor he saidj 
Brennan described the rifleman as a; 
white male in his early thirties wear-i 
ing light colored clothes "in the khaki, 
line." 

' BRENNAN LATER picked Oswald 
out of a police lineup as a person who 
resembled the man he^ had seen: in 
the window. He was not able to make 
a positive identification, however. 

Another witness, James Richard 
Worrell* saw the rifleman fire the 
shots and a few minutes Later saw a 
man running from the depository 
building. WTien he saw the film clips* 
of Oswald on television that. evening 
he* thought Oswald was the man he 
had seen. 

There is other circumstanial evi- 
dence. Officials of the’ Texas Employ- 
ment Commission told the FBI that 
Oswald had been contacted several 
times in the two months prior to the 
assassination and was referred to a! 
better paying job than the one he had 
in the depository, but that he refused 
it 

For many people, however, cir- 
cumstantial evidence that a neurotic 
and maladjusted young man acting 
alone could commit such a crime is 
not convincing. Many people want 
conclusive evidence in such cases 
but, like the assassination of Abra-^ 
ham Lincoln and other historic mur-* 
ders, there will always be profound, 
and unanswered questions. . * 



